
 

 

CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on May 18, 2010. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sue Balkema, Walt Kohnke, Don Kramer, Phil Larson, Joan Orman, Art Samson and 

Karen Wager 

 

CITIZENS PRESENT: Art Toy and Lloyd LeZotte of Four Elements Energy 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Larson called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm and led in the pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 

A motion was made by Samson, supported by Kramer to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion carried 

unanimously. A motion was made by Samson, supported by Balkema to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2010 

meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PRESENTATION BY FOUR ELEMENTS ENERGY: A wind energy overview presentation by Art Toy and Lloyd 

LeZotte of Four Elements Energy was made to help the commissioners learn more about wind energy in order to aid 

in the development of an ordinance for the Township. Mr. LeZotte distributed a wind energy ordinance from Mason 

County expressing that it is – in his opinion – an example of a good wind energy ordinance.  

 

WIND POWER GENERATION ORDINANCE: Discussion ensued regarding items in Mason County’s wind 

energy ordinance as they related to the Commission’s previous discussions about its own proposed ordinance 

content. With time waning, the members decided to table further discussion of the topic for a future meeting. 

  

MEMBERS TIME: In light of what we learned from Four Elements Energy regarding the growing popularity of 

solar energy and its superior suitability for our geographical region, Balkema asked if we needed to have a solar 

energy ordinance. Discussion ensued. Larson understands that concerns would be covered via the electrical code. 

Samson questioned this concept. For instance, then what zones do we allow solar panels in? More discussion about 

the topic ensued. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm upon motion by Balkema, support by Samson. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Prepared 5/20/10 by Joan Orman 


